
cathol ic s  on the hill

The mission of the St. Lawrence Catholic Campus Center is to form 

the students, faculty and staff of the University of Kansas, and others 

who wish to join in this mission, in the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 

the Catholic intellectual, moral, liturgical and spiritual traditions. 

v o l .  4 4  s p r i n g  2017 
–

k u c a t h o l i c .o r g



d e a r  c a t h o l i c  j a y h a w k s ,
Hello again from the Hill, a place we all love and believe in.  

Nearing the end of my first year back, I still can’t believe the privilege 
of directing St. Lawrence has fallen to me.  I am so grateful to you for 
your support in this mission that is so dear to you and me.   

Through various sources and activities, we have found the names 
of 1,700+ Catholic students here at KU.  It has been an awesome year!  
Still, I need your help in finding three times that number.  As you will 
see in the next few pages, this year has been a whirlwind of activity.  
However, we are only beginning.  I am committed to assembling a 
team of multipliers, missionaries that are so good with people that 
the most active religion at KU is not basketball (as fun as that is!) but 
Catholicism.  In order to play the offense of the new evangelization 
with skill and abandonment it takes spiritual and material resources 
that only you can provide.

Our staff and student leaders understand that to present the light 
and truth of the Catholic faith to the hearts and minds of millennials, 
we must begin with friendship of the greatest authenticity.  There is 
no room for sitting back and waiting for Catholic students to behave as 
expected.  There is instead the great challenge and adventure to GO 
OUT to where 90% of our students are, immersed in a culture with its 
own rhythm and values that can be evangelized if only we dare to try.

The souls we most care about are on this Holy Hill. Thank you for 
your constant prayers. We will not rest until we reach them!  If there 
is any way that we can be a more authentic friend to you or your loved 
ones here, please contact me personally!  I mean it.

Rock Chalk Catholic Jayhawks Go KU!

let ter  from the dir ector

Fr. Mitchel Z immerman

Director of the St. Lawrence 
Catholic Campus Center



     Hello dear friends and benefactors!

    Jen Meitl Conrad here, and I am delighted to have 
joined the development team at St. Lawrence, serving 
you as Director of Benefactor Relations. I am a 2006 
KU/St. Lawrence alum and I re-join the KU Catholic 
community with much excitement! Our mission here 
at St. Lawrence continues to grow in importance; today 
more than ever, the world needs well-formed Catholic 
people to be a witness of God’s love in the world. 

    I look forward to connecting with all of you over the 
next few months. It is my great desire to know each of 
you and to help you find out how you can best support 
the needs of the students at the University of Kansas. 
It is through your prayers and gifts that we are able to 
reach students with Christ’s message of love. With your 
support, we will continue to build a Catholic ministry 
that prepares our students to be agents of hope and joy to 
all they meet. Thank you, as always, for your generosity!

Staff Addition
   Introducing Jen Meitl Conrad, 

   Director of Benefactor Relations

WHY ST. LAWRENCE? 

As a student, my involvement with St. Lawrence 

gave me a home away from home and changed 

the course of my life. I am so excited to help St. 

Lawrence continue her great mission through 

her development efforts—bringing Christ to all 

of the students and faculty on campus!  

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART OF YOUR JOB?  

Connecting with benefactors and hearing their 

stories about St. Lawrence, working with current 

students to tell our story, and learning new 

systems and ways to reach people. I love it all!

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SPOT IN LAWRENCE? 

The Padre Pio adoration chapel at St. John, 

Wescoe Beach on a sunny day, the Red Lyon, or 

my back deck with my two boys playing in the 

sandbox.  I love this town! 

Mardi Gras B a sh

The Saturday before Ash Wednesday we hosted a Mardi Gras Bash for all our alumni, students, and friends.  It was a 

huge success!  The Strecker family served a buffet full of Cajun classics.  We turned on the KU game to watch them 

beat Texas and broke in the new keg tap in our remodeled kitchen.  Add a corner full of games for kiddos to play and 

you get a great snapshot of the evening.  If you weren’t able to come we hope you’ll join us next year!

Development Update

Images courtesy of Emily Vallejo, 
Class of 2018



Ministry UpdateKoinonia
THIS PAST MARCH MARKED THE BEGINNING of the St. Lawrence Center’s 25th Koinonia retreat. Koinonia—the Greek word for community—

is a three-day long, student-led retreat hosted twice a year, once in the fall semester and again in the spring at Prairie Star Ranch in 

Williamsburg, Kansas. In order to celebrate Koinonia’s silver anniversary everyone received a commemorative t-shirt and the leadership 

group prepared for what turned out to be the biggest ‘reunion night’ yet.

This semester’s team was comprised of over sixty KU students eager to act as beacons of Christ’s light for their peers on campus. Team 

members served in a variety of roles, including ‘wheaties,’ who planned, prepared and served each meal the weekend of, including the 

Saturday night ‘Agape’ feast of upwards of 150 ‘reunioners’ and retreatants total; chapel cover 

team members, who spent the weekend in intentional prayer at the sisters’ chapel, prayed 

rosaries for the retreatants, and wrote letters that they received before they departed 

Prairie Star (in a personalized manila envelope along with the rosaries that were 

prayed specifically for them); and ‘resources,’ who led small groups in discussion 

throughout the retreat and delivered twenty minute talks to everyone, 

speaking on a specific aspect of Christ’s teaching while interweaving 

their own personal testimony throughout. Those are just a few of the 

positions. Koinonia offers students the opportunity to glorify God with 

their talents in at least half a dozen other capacities!

This retreat has borne great fruit over the years. By the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, it has marked the beginning of countless students’ relationships 

with Christ and the strengthening of so many more. 

By: William Englander, Class of 2017

THE SPRING 2017 SEMESTER IS OFF TO A GREAT START for Humanitas 

at the St. Lawrence Center’s Institute for Faith and Culture—our very 

own ministry to higher education under the patronage of Blessed John 

Henry Cardinal Newman. There are two class offerings this semester: 

“The Art of Rhetoric” and “Faith in Western Literature”. The Rhetoric 

class is essentially a public-speaking class which transfers to KU and 

meets the public-speaking requirement. We have been reading Aristotle’s Rhetoric as well as other masterpieces on this art in the 

tradition of Western Literature. In addition, we are preparing to write speeches of our own. Students in the other class, “Faith in 

Western Literature”, are examining the expression and development of faith in important works of literature, starting with the Greeks 

and working their way to some of the greatest works of Western Literature, like St. Augustine’s Confessions and Dante’s Divine 

Comedy.

Humanitas has continued to be as enriching outside of the classroom as it is in it. So far we have had the privilege of a private tour 

of the Spencer Museum of Art on KU’s campus and the plans for the 2018 trip to Rome are underway. The trip is a pilgrimage of the 

mind and soul on which the students will explore the historical significance of the Eternal City both in the tradition of Roman and 

Catholic history. 

School of Faith has also been teaching two theology courses on Sunday nights this semester with over 60 students in attendance 

weekly.  The courses offered this semester are “Christ, Living and Real: The Power of Christ in the Liturgy Sacraments” and “Naked 

Truth: Revealing Who God Really Is.”  

By: Owen Toepfer, Class of 2019

Catholic Studies



AT ST. LAWRENCE, THE STUDENT MINISTRY COUNCIL is a way for students to 

take initiative within the center and in the community. There are 14 students who 

serve in leadership positions on the council. Roles include president, vice president, 

socials coordinators, social justice coordinators, campus events coordinators, 

marketing coordinators, praise & worship coordinators, and Koinonia retreat 

leaders. Each committee takes on a unique aspect of living out the Catholic faith.

“The Student Ministry Council is a way for me to try and give back what I’ve been 

receiving from the center since I first got here,” said Tylar Lock, vice president. 

“We are implementing real service, personal socials and making true friends across 

campus.”

The social justice committee began a weekly prison ministry and weekly visits to 

the community shelter. Among the weekly outreach, the committee has also held a 

food drive, hosted various speakers at events and coordinated KU Catholics at the Kansas March for Life. 

The campus events committee focuses on outreach to the KU campus. They organize on-campus events like tabling at Wescoe on 

Wednesdays. Their mission is to bring the St. Lawrence Center out to the students of KU.

Each Tuesday night, the praise & worship committee leads the St. Lawrence Center in music for an hour of adoration. They also 

coordinate a monthly praise & worship mass, which is popular among the students.

The socials committee connects the St. Lawrence community through fun events held at the center. From swing dances to the semi-

formal, the socials committee is responsible for planning events. Their events are good ways for students to meet each other and build 

relationships.

The marketing committee works hand-in-hand with each committee to effectively promote events happening at the center. The 

marketing committee also creates social media content from a student perspective.

Kelsi McLaughlin, social justice co-coordinator, believes the Student Ministry Council is creating positive opportunities at the St. 

Lawrence Center. “I think we’re making an impact at the center by giving students plenty of ways to get involved and experience God’s 

love in a community deeply rooted in Christ.”

By: Anna Pankiewicz, Class of 2018

Student Ministry Council

FOCUS
ST. LAWRENCE HAS BEEN IN COOPERATION WITH FOCUS (the Fellowship of 

Catholic University Students) for about 6 years now.  The team of 4 full time missionaries 

(2 guys and 2 girls) work with 27 students who are committed to leading a Bible Study, 

to develop a culture of evangelization and help more students come to know Jesus 

through His Church at KU.  These student leaders are 

continuously learning from the missionaries in the areas 

of prayer, authentic friendship, and evangelization, so 

that they can invest in more students, creating a culture 

of true discipleship.

This year we have seen over 270 students attend at 

least 1 bible study, and over 150 have continued to 

attend weekly bible study throughout the year.  We also 

sent 112 of our students to SEEK (the National FOCUS 

Conference) in San Antonio, TX.  As you can see in the 

photo above from the conference, FOCUS continues 

to have a lasting impact on bringing more and more 

students into a relationship with Jesus and helping them 

cultivate that relationship through the community at St. 

Lawrence!

By: JohnMarc Skoch, FOCUS Team Director



David Mayans 

DAVID MADE HIS WAY TO ST. LAWRENCE 

looking for what most freshman are looking 

for when they step onto KU’s campus – free 

food.  He lived right across the street at 

Templin Hall and although the food is what got him in the door, it was meeting 

Monsignor Vince that kept him coming back.  “I kept getting more and more 

involved over the years.  It started first with participating at mass as a lector, 

server, and usher.  This introduced me to some of the other members and I got to 

know Fr. Vince better.  They encouraged me to get more involved.  I took some of 

the classes, joined intramural teams.  Eventually I was an RCIA sponsor, received 

a scholarship from the St Lawrence Center for medical ethics, and was invited to 

the student leadership board.  I played basketball with Fr. John at the Mormon 

church, and I was one of the co-founders of “Guinness Thursday” an all men’s 

dinner club (my finest achievement).  I went on retreats and by senior year was 

stopping by the center for something most days of the week.”  

David graduated in 2004 and made his way to KU Med where he graduated in 2008 

and met his wife, Laura.  He completed residency at Wake Forest in Neurology, 

and a Fellowship in Clinical Neurophysiology and Neuromuscular Medicine.  In 

2013 he and Laura moved back to Wichita (where they are both from) to start 

practice.  He now works in a private practice neurology group and Laura is the 3rd 

year Family Medicine Clerkship Director at the medical school in Wichita.

Their six-year old, Garbriella, started kindergarten this year and they are currently 

hosting a foreign exchange student, Tobi, from Germany this semester.

“The St. Lawrence center provided me with the opportunity to learn how to put 

what I’d learned from Catholic school into action, build a community, and have 

fun.  Now I can use that same experience to try and build a community at my local 

parish.  One of the challenges after leaving a place like St. Lawrence is finding a 

community that strives to be holy.  It’s easy to have these deep experiences in 

college and let it fall to the side afterwards because you aren’t surrounded by it 

and you get busy with ‘life’ (work, kids, etc).  But the St Lawrence Center gave 

me the guidance and friends to help me on that journey for the rest of my life.  All 

it took was for me was to walk in the door, say hello to someone, and ask how I 

could be involved.”

YEAR/MAJOR AT KU? 

I’m a PhD student in Computer 

Science, researching Artificial Intelligence.

WHAT ARE YOU INVOLVED IN AT 

ST. LAWRENCE? 

I help run the Graduate Students and 

Young Professionals (GSYP) group at St. 

Lawrence. There are a lot of activities at 

St. Lawrence, but graduate students and 

young professionals have historically been 

underrepresented at these events. The 

GSYP group exists to engage those people 

and help them get excited about their faith.

HOW DO YOU SHARE YOUR FAITH?

I share my faith in a number of ways. One 

of the ways I like to do so is to sing in the 

choir. People who hear me are obviously at 

church, but by singing I hope to help people 

who are at Mass have a better, deeper 

appreciation for Jesus.

HOW HAVE YOU GROWN IN YOUR 

FAITH SINCE BEING AT KU?

I have to thank the Apostles of the Interior 

Life and the classes offered at St. Lawrence 

for a lot of my spiritual growth. It’s hard 

to describe exactly how my faith has 

grown, but I can say it has grown in two 

distinct ways. The first is I have a deeper 

relationship with Jesus, and the second is I 

have a deeper knowledge of God.

CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE CENTER IN 

THREE WORDS?

Full of opportunities! I think that’s a good 

way to describe it. There are an incredible 

amount of ways to get involved, and a lot of 

activities happening every week!

Student ProfileAlumni Update

David Menager

Carlos Munoz 

CARLOS MADE HIS WAY TO ST. LAWRENCE through the Koinonia retreat during 

the spring semester of his sophomore year.  He credits the retreat as reintroducing 

him to his Catholic faith as well as introducing him to his best friends and brothers 

in Christ, a group that still to this day calls themselves “the Maine Event.”  Along 

with Koinonia, you could find Carlos involved in the March for Life, sacristan duties, the FIAT service organization, 

the St. Lawrence Ambassador Program, FOCUS, and Frisbee Fridays.  “There are so many amazing memories of 

the SLC, but one of my favorites is attending the March for Life in Washington DC. My first time experiencing the 

M4L for me was loading two charter buses and traveling for over 24 hours with about 100 college students.  The 

memories and friendships from the road-trip were unforgettable and marching for the unborn with thousands of 

other Pro-Lifers was an amazing witness to me.”  

After graduation Carlos served as a Catholic missionary at The Pines Catholic Camp in East Texas and then 

entered a two-year commitment to work in the inner-city schools of Houston through Teach for America.  His time 

with Teach for America led him to his current position at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory School in Texas as a 

Spanish teacher, football coach, and retreat coordinator.



MARRIAGES

+  Daniel Kopshinsky and Janelle Hilger, 10-1-16

+  Kolter Krumsick and Kaitlin McAlexander, 10-22-16

+  Steven Pascal and Shireen Kukereja, 11-26-16

+  Aaron Karlin and Victoria Arnett, 1-14-2017 

BAPTISMS

+  Felicity Rose Gabel, daughter of Calvin and Kimberly Gabel, 10-16-16

+  Leonardo Amante Cabano, son of Frank and Rosaleen Cabano, 10-16-16

+  Noah Kolbe Lange, son of Scot and Emily Lange, 11-6-16

+  Zelie Rose Callahan, daughter of Patrick and Eliese Callahan, 1-16-17

+  Ambrogio Benedtto Frosini, son of Luigi and Emma Frosini, 1-17-17

+  Oliver Steven Farve, son of Steven and Emily Farve, 1-29-2017

CongratulationsSacraments

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH

+  Kelby Bahr, 12-12-16

+  Kenneth Shawn, II, 12-12-16

FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION

+ Kathryn Ammon, 12-12-16 

CONFIRMATION THIS EASTER

+ Aaron Carrillo  + Dominee Price

+ Andrew Bochat + Lauren Ryan

+ Cortney Langley + Paul Vicente

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH THIS EASTER

+ Amanda Stacey + Peyton Anderson

+ Dena Dimachkie + Jonah Brandley

+ Kylie Van Buren + Paige Welborn

+ Matthew Kelly

Krumsick McAlexander 
Wedding

Ambrogio Frosini 
Baptism

Pascal Kukereja 
Wedding

Zelie Callahan 
Baptism

DID YOU KNOW?
St. Lawrence is offering new scholarships next year!  The St. Lawrence Scholarship Program 
encourages students with aptitude to gain a complete Catholic formation while attending KU. 
Scholarship recipients will be mentored by St. Lawrence staff, and will develop gifts that will 

contribute to the current mission of St. Lawrence and the future of the Church. 

To learn more or to sponsor one of our scholarships e-mail Jen at jconrad@kucatholic.org.



staFF
Fr. Mitchel Zimmerman
Fr. Curtis Carlson, OFM Cap.
Sr. Elena Morcelli, AVI
Sr. Debbie Li, AVI
Patrick Callahan
John Cramer
Stacy Cretors
Alex Gordzica
Linda Hornik
Anthony Mersmann
Jen Meitl Conrad
Brian Nelson
Deacon Mark Ostrowski
Steve Putthoff
Charlie Sloan 
Stephanie Giltner, FocUs 
Terence Huffines, FocUs  
JohnMarc Skoch, FocUs  
Sarah Stratman, FocUs
Troy Hinkel, School of Faith
Chad Pirotte, School of Faith
Mike Scherschligt, School of Faith 
Dave Staples, School of Faith
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Follow us on social media and help us spread awareness by using #KUCATHOLIC

Upcoming Events
May 11th

S T.  L AW R E NC E A LU M N I 

H A PP Y HOU R

Double Shift Brewery

September 9th

FA M I LY W E E K E N D

St. Lawrence Center

September 30th

BOO T S & BBQ

Mildale Farm

For more information, check www.kucatholic.org

April 30th

SE N IOR M A S S & 

R EC OG N I T ION

St. Lawrence Center


