
Weekend Mass Schedule:  Saturday 4:30pm;  Sunday 7:00am, 8:30am, 11:00am, 2:00pm (Spanish Mass), 5:00pm.    Website:   www.sjevangelist.com 
Weekday Mass Schedule:  Monday‐Friday 7:30am; Saturday 8:00am.  Reconcilia on: Wednesday 11:00am‐12:00pm, 7:00‐8:00pm; Saturday 3:00‐4:00pm 
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Christmas Eve Children’s Mass 

The 4:30pm Christmas Eve Mass will be a Children’s Mass, with opportunities 
for the young people to participate as choir members, lectors, taking up the 
bread and wine at the preparation of gifts, and acting as members of the 
living nativity during the Gospel.  Youth ages 4 and up are invited to 
participate.  Practice will be Friday, December 23 at 3:30pm in the Church. 
Contact Melissa Tanking, meltanking@yahoo.com, to let us know you are 
interested in participating. If you cannot attend the practice but would still 
like your child(ren) involved during the Mass, please contact Melissa. 

St. John Christmas  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday, December 24  
4:30 p.m. (Children’s Mass) and 11:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 25   
7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  

and 2:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
*there will not be a 5:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Day. 

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor .................................................................................... Fr. Jeff Ernst 
Associate Pastor .................................................. Fr. Barnabas Eichor 
In Residence .................................................................. Fr. Mike Scully 
Business Manager ........................................................... Cris Denning 
Catecísmo en español ...................................................... María Mota 
Director of Liturgy & Music ............................................... Lisa Roush 
Stewardship Director.......................................... Samantha Romero 
Maintenance ....................................................................... Jeff Jenicke  
Administrative Assistants ...................... Meg Milburn (mornings) 
 .................................................................. Patty Guadian (afternoons) 
RCIA ....................................................................... Michael Podrebarac 
Principal, St. John School ............................................... Pat Newton 
Religious Education Director ................................. Lois Mersmann 
Technology ........................................................................ Karen Dixon 
Pastoral Assistant/Events Calendar ....................... Ellen Sickinger 
Youth Minister ................................................ Jennifer Meitl Conrad 
Multimedia, Bulletin, & Worship .................................... Pete Haack 
 
St. John School .................................... Mrs. Pat Newton, Principal 

1208 Kentucky St.         (785) 843-9511 
www.sjevangelist.com/school 

 
Catholic Charities .......................................................... Frances Rico 

1247 Kentucky St.                (785) 856-2694 
 

Rummage House .................................................. 13th & Kentucky.  
Shop our  second hand store of used items at discount prices.  

Shopping Hours: 
Wednesday — 11am-3pm       

Thursday (first and last of month only) — 1pm-4pm 
Saturday —  8:30am-12:30pm 

 
Centro Hispano ............................................................ Lydia Diebolt 

204 W. 13th St.                (785) 843-2039 

Simon Parish Center 
 

Mailing Address  ......................................................... 1229 Vermont 
 .............................................................................. Lawrence, KS 66044 
Phone ............................................................................ (785) 843-0109 
Office Hours ..................... Monday-Thursday: 8:30am—5:00pm 
 ..................................................................... Friday: 8:30am—4:00pm  

 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday ..................................................................................... 4:30pm 
Sunday .................................... 7:00am, 8:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm 

 

Weekend Spanish Mass 
Sunday ........................................................................................ 2:00pm 

 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Friday ......................................................................... 7:30am 
Saturday ...................................................................................... 8:00am 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Wednesday ........................................................... 11:00am-12:00pm 
 ............................................................................................. 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................................................ 3:00-4:00pm  

(and by appointment) 
 

Adoration ................... Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 
6:00 a.m.—10:00 p.m. in the Padre Pio Chapel.  

 

Bulletin Deadline. Submit info by noon on Thursday to 
bulletin@saint-johns.net ten days prior to the bulletin you 
wish info to appear. Please submit text electronically (via 
computer/email) as you would like it to appear in the bulletin. 

 

Advertise in the Bulletin. Revenue from ads is what makes 
the bulletin possible at no cost to our parish. Please support your 
bulletin advertisers. For information call Greg Proske: 
 

(800) 950-9952  x2551 
GProske@4LPI.com 

www.SeekAndFind.com 

SAINT JOHN 
St. John the Evangelist, a Catholic Capuchin Franciscan Parish, welcomes all who are called to be disciples of Jesus Christ and 
proclaims His Gospel through prayer, worship, His Word, the sacraments, and each other.  

Members, inspired by the Holy Spirit through faith formation and spiritual renewal, witness to the Gospel in lives of justice and 
charity, build up families and children through education, hospitality and fellowship, and serve those in need with compassion and 
commitment. 

The parish office will be closed December 23-26. Office hours will be 8:30am-12noon December 27-30.  
The office will be closed on Monday, January 2, and then open again (with regular hours) on Tuesday, January 3. 



UPDATE 
Preserving our Past ... Building Our Future Campaign 

Preparation and Excavation have begun!  The convent has been prepped and next to the Simon Parish Office is now a very large 
hole.  The construction crew is preparing this area for a new basement and foundation for when the convent makes its move to 
Vermont street.  Follow St. John the Evangelist on Facebook and Instagram for up to date pics of this phase of construction. 
If you have not made a pledge to St. John or if you would like to extend your pledge please contact Samantha Romero at 
sromero@saint-johns.net or (785) 843-0109. 

CONSIDERATIONS 
Year End Tax Statements 

If you have given in 2016 we will send your Year End Tax 
Statement via email.  If we do not have a current email 
address or if you wish to have a paper copy please contact 
Meg or Patty in the office at (785) 843-0109.  Thank you for 
your continued support and generosity to St. John! 
See page 11 of this bulletin for more information about 
giving to St. John, including Online Giving accounts. 

2017 Financial Pledge Forms 

Thank you for you continued support and generosity of the 
St. John community.  We ask that you return your pledge 
form to the parish office or in the collection basket at Mass. If 
you have not received your 2017 Financial Pledge Form or 
have questions please contact Samantha Romero at 
sromero@saint-johns.net or (785) 843-0109.  
Your generosity helps to further the mission of this parish! 



As we continue to reflect on what Stewardship means in our parish and in our own lives, we thought it was important 
to give some perspective to the parish finances which we talk about each year. Please use the graphs to help 
understand the financial information of your church and school community. 

Our parish is an amazing community of Catholic education and faith! These two elements are inseparable and make 
us stronger. We are constantly challenged to grow our understanding and living of the faith. We have done so much 
as a community to invest in growth, from building the middle school, to the hiring of several new staff to teach 
religious education, and to offer adult retreats. The benefits of these investments are easy to see in the strong 
community we have developed, but over time costs increase and are sometimes hard to recover. We hope to 
illustrate that picture for you here! 

Financially, a look back over the past 4 years shows a very clear outline of where we are as a parish community. Our 
generosity is at an all-time high in financial giving. The parish and school families have responded to two straight 
capital campaigns with a high commitment and follow through to increase giving. This generosity has allowed us to 
pay off the loan for the previous school addition and to be well underway in funding a new gym and improved office/
art areas without debt (currently we have almost $800,000 in the bank to start that project). Enrollment is up at the 
school as the middle school fills with more students each year. Unfortunately, the challenges for our parish 
community in supporting a capital campaign, and continuing to make weekly or monthly gifts to the church for basic 
operations, have taken their toll on our finances.  

 Over the past 4 years our regular plate giving and tuition has been almost flat. 
 In fiscal year July 2015-16, although giving was up 3%, other income was down.  
 In both 2012-13 and 2013-14 we were just under $71,000 short of breaking even.  
 With the addition of the 6th-8th grade classes in 2014-15 this gap widened to approximately $250,000.  
 2015-16 ended with a $304,000 shortfall. 

Note: This shortfall was covered by selling off a church property. Clearly this cannot continue. The school 
is looking at ways to increase revenues and to minimize costs, including searching for students that are tuition 
paying and more fully educating new families to the cost of educating students. We know that this is helping, 
but it will take time for this to have a significant effect on our budget.  

As your finance council, we have worked diligently with Fr. Jeff and parish staff to cut expenses.  Increased staffing for 
the new programs and school offerings have to be taken into account. After several years in the past of no raises as 
revenues were short we are now making an effort to pay each person a living wage. This is part of the cost changes as 
well.  Most accurately, costs go up each year for insurance, electrical, and other fixed needs and to this point we have 
not been able to keep up with these increases. Very few things today cost less than they did four years ago. We 
certainly recognize that for you this is also true.  

We wanted to make you aware of the financial situation of the parish but also take this time to thank you for the 
generosity which allows St. John to be the great place it is today! Please feel free to reach out to your finance council 
and priests to better understand or question the situation we are presenting. Most importantly, please prayerfully 
consider investing your blessings more deeply in your parish community through a first time or increased 
commitment to tithing. We understand that no two members are able to give in the same manner or amount, but we 
ask you to prayerfully consider how you can help! 

In Christ,                      

Your Finance Council 

Brad Finkeldei, chair 

 
 

Fr. Jeff Ernst, pastor 

FINANCIAL REPORT 





 
 

 

Marty Indian School Donations 
Many thanks to everyone who donated to the Marty Indian School project. On Friday evening, the teachers 
finished wrapping all 70 gifts and bundling over 70 coats for the students at Marty Indian School. We are 
providing every student in the school with a toy from their wish list and a warm coat. Thank you to Student Council and Mr. 
Modrzynski for coordinating this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auction Information 
We are thrilled to announce the auction total: We grossed $166,000, with a net profit of $110,000 plus $27,400 for the auction 
Annual School Improvement Item. The $110,000 goes to the school annual budget and the $27,400 Annual School 
Improvement Item goes to continued improvements to the restrooms, classroom carpeting, water bottle fillers on drinking 
fountains, and improvements to the school main entrance. Thank you, Auction Chairs Amy Cast, Nicole Sabatini and Meredith 
Lang, for your amazing leadership these past three years! 

 

                     Saint John School Orchestra               Saint John School Band 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Both the Saint John School orchestra and band had concerts last week, under the direction of Ms. Alison Koelper! 

 

Visit online at sjevangelist.com/school, call (785) 843‐9511  
or email Mrs. Pat Newton, Principal, at newton@saint-johns.net  

for more information and to schedule a tour for you and your student! 

SCHOOL 



By Tony Schmidt, Social Concerns Committee 

Christmastime is a good time for turning outward with compassion, gratitude and hopeful anticipation for the New Year.  
Following the holiday we can be more reflective and somber as we think about what is important. Attention was drawn to the 
climate issue in May of 2015 by Pope Francis with his encyclical; Laudato Si.  Catholics are fortunate to have an overarching 
spiritual leader who is pointing us to the most pressing issue of the day; the health of our planet.  Francis has a way of saying 
things in a way that is just plain right. “Human beings are capable of rising above themselves and having the ability to change.” 
“We human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has for each 
of his creatures.”   
It’s worth noting in this season of hope that our political leaders can address the problem of greenhouse gases on their own 
terms.  They don’t have to pass regulations on individuals, businesses or industries.  The economics are strong for gradually 
increasing the price of fossil fuels at their source as a raw material. Coal, oil and natural gas are the primary cause of green house 
warming. It’s pretty simple, we need to account for the cost to society and slowly phase them out by making them more 
expensive.  And we need to give the monies collected back to all citizens equally as a monthly dividend check from the U.S. 
Treasury to help them transition to clean energy and clean transportation.    
Those of us who care about the planet have a good case. This is about opportunities for everyone and protecting Americans.  As 
our elected representatives prepare to rewrite the tax code, and amend trade agreements in 2017, the New Year is a perfect 
time for us to encourage them to take action to foster the transition to clean energy.   
Pope Francis observes “Politics and the economy need to own up to their mistakes and find ways to join together to promote 
the public good.” “The common good, is a central and unifying principle of social ethics.  The state is obliged to defend the 
common good.”   Pray that good people will encourage their Federal politicians to do just that.  Merry Christmas! 

SOCIAL ACTION 

FAITH 
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Marriage Minute 

It’s almost here, but not yet! This 4th Sunday of Advent is so 
tough for our children. They can hardly wait to open the gifts 
that are taunting them under the tree. Children can think, “If 
only I can open those gifts, I would be so happy.” 
Unfortunately, this attitude fails to recognize that happiness 
is not dependent upon some future event no matter how far 
or near in the future it lies or how joyous the particular event 
will be, and Christmas gift opening is pretty joyous!  

Happiness is experienced in the present moment. We married 
couples can sometimes fall into the same trap. We think that 
some future event will transform our marriage. “If we had 
more money, we would be happy” (or something similar). 

What if we seized the opportunity for a more joyful marriage 
by giving the gift of marriage enrichment for Christmas? 
Discover your blueprint for a more joyful marriage at:: 

 www.joyfulmarriageproject.com  

We are excited to offer you two great ways 
to learn more about the Catholic faith: 

 

St. John Café  

Join us this Sunday!  St. John Café meets Sundays from 
9:30-10:30 a.m. in the St. Bosco Room of St. John School.  

Come enjoy good coffee and interesting conversation with 
your fellow parishioners—everyone is welcome! 

After this weekend St. John Café will be taking a break  for 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. We will start back up again on 
January 22—see you there! 
 

St. John On Tap  

We are excited to roll out a new way get together with other 
people in the parish—or friends from outside the church—in 
a laid-back, social atmosphere: kick off your weekend with St. 
John on Tap!  

Friday, January 20,  from 5-7pm in the St. Bosco Room, 
come enjoy food, drink, and great conversation about hot 
topics in faith and news today, or dive deep into church 
history—you decide where the discussion will go!  

If you have a question you’ve been waiting to ask, a friend 
that’s interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, or 
just want to sit back and listen, pop in any time between 5 
and 7pm. The food and drinks are on us! 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (aka the Atrium) sessions will 
not meet December 25, 2016- January 2, 2017.  All sessions 
resume and meet as usual January 8 and January 9, 2017.  
Atrium sessions do not meet January 15 and January 16, 2017. 
  

Traditional Religious Education 
Traditional Religious Education classes do not meet December 
25, 2016- January 15, 2017.  All R.E. classes resume January 22. 



AN INTERFAITH NETWORK WORKING FOR JUSTICE IN LAWRENCE. 

Accomplishments for 2016: 

• $1.65 million in the Lawrence city budget to build/maintain affordable housing over the next five years. 

• Construction of three permanently affordable homes in East Lawrence that demonstrate how local affordable housing trust 
funds work. 

• Postponement of the referendum on the jail expansion project until safe, effective alternatives have been review by the 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council. 

• Inclusion of an expert on race issues on the Criminal justice Coordinating Council. 

• Creation of the “Fab Five,” a group committed to training 100 childcare professionals and educators in trauma informed 
practices in Lawrence by 2017.  Includes: Head Start, Douglas County Health Department, Lawrence Public Schools & Kennedy 
Elementary, Douglas County Child Development Association and KU Center for Public Partnerships and Research. 

• Agreement among key stakeholders for the need to build a 24/7 Mental Health Crisis Care Center in Lawrence. 

• Commitment by the Lawrence Police Chief to train 100% of all officers by summer 2017 on how to effectively handle 
encounters with those in mental health crisis (approximately 85% of all officers have been through the 40-hour training). 

During this season of good cheer and charity, please consider an investment in Justice Matters to change systems and improve 
lives in our community.  God asks us to help those in need but to also seek justice to end those needs.  Your end-of-year or 
Advent giving will help with the work of doing justice.  Donating is easily done on the website www.justicemattersinkansas.org 
or mail your check to Justice Matters, PO Box 442221, Lawrence, KS 66044.   

MATTERS  
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INFORMATION  

St. John Council Members 

Pastoral Council 
Frank Lemus, chair  Sarah Hartsig  Chris Wenger 
Mary Menendez  Sean Smith   Nancy Albrecht 
Brian Walter   Lily Romero   Bob Trepinski 

 

Finance Council 
Brad Finkeldei, chair Teresa Kempf  Brian Green 
Vince Romero   Meredith Lang  Chris Wenger 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Come receive the sacrament of reconciliation in the Padre Pio 
chapel during any of the following times: 

        Wednesdays:  11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 
           7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. 
             Saturdays:     3:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

Or by appointment.  Call (785) 843-0109 to schedule, or email: 

frjeff@saint-johns.net        frbarnabas@saint-johns.net    

A Note from Father Jeff 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, as you saw in the bulletin, our parish is running a very large deficit budget. In an effort to help us turn that 
deficit around, Mrs. Newton and I have made, and will continue to make, adjustments in the structure of our parish and school 
staffs. In addition to several adjustments in the school, Mrs. Newton has resigned as Director of Religious Education, leaving that 
task to Lois Mersmann, who already is the administrator of R.E. Mrs. Newton will continue to help Lois with special R.E. events on a 
volunteer basis. Here in the parish office, we will be going to part-time hours for a twelve week period this coming summer. During 
that time, the office will be open for four hours each day, days and hours yet to be determined. Two full-time parish office staff will 
be going part-time, and two part-time staff will further reduce their hours during those twelve weeks. In addition, two parish staff 
will be going part-time permanently beginning in July 1st. In this way, we hope to recover a significant portion of that deficit. I am 
working with our finance council to see what further adjustments in other areas of the budget might be made.    - Fr. Jeff 



Great 
Resources for 

Advent and 
Christmas! 
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Lectors 

Saturday 
4:30pm  ................. L1: Children’s Mass; L2: Children’s Mass 
11:00pm  ............................................. L1: D Carlin; L2: J Wyatt 
 Sunday 
7:00am  ...................... L1: C Winkelbauer; L2: T Dowd Kelne 
8:30am  ....................................... L1: J Robinson; L2: D Rogers 
11:00am  ............................................ L1: C Ehrlich; L2: S Tabor 

 

Cantors 

11:00pm .......................................................................... A Mauler 
7:00am ........................................................................ M Steichen 
8:30am .............................................................................. J Krones 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday 
4:30pm and 11:00pm ................................ Sign up in sacristy 

  

Sunday 
7:00am, 8:30am, and 11:00am  .............. Sign up in sacristy 
 

Altar Servers 

Saturday 
4:30pm and 11:00pm ................................ Sign up in sacristy 

  

Sunday 
7:00am, 8:30am, and 11:00am  .............. Sign up in sacristy 

DECEMBER 24-25 
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The next Knights of Columbus Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 12, Social and dinner, 
provided by the Knights, beginning at 6:30 p.m. Meeting begins at 7:00 pm. Location is the 
basement of St. John Church.   

Our council meetings are held the second Thursday of each month. Anybody interested in 
becoming a Knight should contact Grand Knight Darin Denning at (785) 760-0788.  

On the first Friday of each month, the Knights host a rosary in St. John Church starting at 6:30 p.m.  All are invited to attend!  

COLUMBUS  

SAINT JOHN YOUTH 
 
 

     Thank you to all of the students who helped sort presents from the Giving Tree! 
 

Have a wonderful Christmas and enjoy your vacation—discipleship groups will meet again in early 
January, and there will be Reservoir Adoration on Wednesday, January 11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learn more about St. John Youth and our upcoming events: sjevangelist.com/youth  



St. John Rummage House 

The Saint John Rummage House is run by volunteers from 
the Saint John Community and is in need of new volunteers 
to help keep the ministry thriving.    

If you are interested in helping the parish with this ministry, 
email Linda Brey (lbrey525@gmail.com) for more info. 

SERVICE
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Hospitality Committee Needs You! 

We are looking for people to help with a new Hospitality 
Committee. The mission of the St. John Hospitality Committee 
is to make every new and current parishioner feel that they 
are part of a warm, supportive and hospitable community 
where "all are welcome."   

If interested please contact Samantha Romero at:  

 sromero@saint-johns.net  or  (785) 843-0109. 

Mentor Ministry 

We are looking for individuals and families who would like to 
help by being mentors to new parishioners!  For more 
information, contact Samantha Romero : 

 sromero@saint-johns.net  or  (785) 843-0109 

Marriage & Family Life Ministry 

St. John is starting a new ministry called the Marriage and 
Family Life Ministry.  We are looking for people to serve in a 
helping capacity on three sub-committees.  Your 
commitment can be as little as helping with the various 
events or you can actually be someone who helps to organize 
and facilitate.   

 Please contact Samantha Romero with any questions at 
sromero@saint-johns.net or (785) 843-0109.   

Weekly Parish Giving 

Our fiscal year is July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 
Information below reflects donations received 

July 1, 2015 through December 4, 2016. 
 

Budgeted weekly amount  .......................... $27,403.84 
Average weekly amount ............................ $26,076.44 
 

Budgeted YTD .............................................. $630,288.32 
Actual YTD ................................................... $599,758.24 
 

Net Shortage ....................................... $30,530.08 
 

Contact Cris Denning at cdenning@saint-johns.net 
or (785) 843-0109 if you have any questions. 

Online Giving Renewal Process 

How to renew your Online Giving account: 

Thank you for generous support of St. John through the online giving 
program.  There are some steps you will need to take in order to 
update your information in Online Giving for the coming pledge year.  
Each year these steps can be taken only if changes need to be made in 
the amount or the date that your tithe is withdrawn.  

 Steps to take: 

1.  Login to your ACCOUNT.  You can find the Online Giving link on the 
St. John website home page www.sjevangelist.com .  (If you need to 
find out your username or password check your junk mail when 
they send the email with that information) 

 2. Click on "My Active Online Giving" — This gives a list of all your 
active giving.  Take a note of the gift type that you have clicked.  
(Pledge or Recurring) 

A. If the "Gift type is Pledge" — Payments will end when that pledge 
amount is reached.  You will need to go in and change that to a 
recurring gift.  You can do that by clicking on "Give a New Gift" 
and enter as a recurring gift. 

B.  It the "Gift type is Recurring" — Payments will continue until you 
tell them to stop.  If you wish to change the amount or the date 
which the payment is withdrawn you will do this from the "My 
Active Online Giving" screen (at the end of the line there is a little 
pencil, click on the pencil to change the amount and/or date). 

GENEROSITY  

Online Giving 

We are grateful for your support of St. John Parish. 
Our online giving program allows you to make 
contributions to St. John without writing checks or 
worrying about cash donations. You may set up 
automatic contributions and change the timing or 
the amount of your gift at any time. You may also 
make pledges and manage your contributions to 
the pledge amount, and you may make one-time 
donations to special causes. Visit sjevangelist.com/
giving for more information or to set up and 
manage your account today!  



PRAYER  
Parish Prayer List 

The “Prayer List” includes the most recent information that the 
Simon Parish Center has about a parishioner and/or their family 
member. Contact the Simon Parish Center to request someone for 
the “Prayer List” and be sure to update the Parish Center monthly 
regarding their condition or the name will be removed.  

Frank Acinger, brother of Bernadette West 
Nicole Allensworth 
Grace Austin 
Gayla Barnes 
Mariele Berthold 
Remi Brown 
Chris Crandon 
Mary Felton 
Buddy Hadl 
Terry Hadl 
Judy Hill, mother of Marti Frost and Tim Hill 
Bob Holek 
Paula Hollen, sister of Bev Mater 
Barb Marden 
Patricia McGlamery, mother of Cheryl Hunter 
Lou Musante 
Theophilus Obiefule 
Julie Patterson, niece of Norb & Jeanette Otter 
CB Riling 
Mark Salaman 
Teresa Schwartz 
Julia Scott, friend of Monica Cordova 
Mary Kay Seidl  
Gerald Simon 
Ruth Thesing 
Chuck Umscheid 
Angelica Villa 
Cindy Vasquez, sister of Gina Hodges 
Greg Walker, brother of Ted Walker 
Tasha Williams 
John Woods 

Mass Intentions: December 19-25 

Monday:         7:30am .................................................... Brad Simon† 

Tuesday:        7:30am ............................................... Roman Simon† 

Wednesday: 7:30am ................................................. Urban Simon† 

Thursday:     7:30am ................................................. Helen Betlock†  

Friday:            7:30am ..................................................... Bill Betlock† 

Saturday:     4:30pm ......................................................... Jim Hane† 
                          11:00pm ................................................St. John Parish 

Sunday:         7:00am ................................. Susan Gelvin † & Family 
                          8:30am ........................................ Leo & Joyce Krones† 

  11:00am ...................... Children in Need of Adoption 
                          2:00pm (Sp.)  ........................ Jesus & Ester Del Real† 
                          5:00pm ............................................................ No Mass 
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Rosary Repair 

Do you have a rosary in need of repair? Call Mary for help at 
(785) 330-3708. Repairs will be done for the cost of parts only! 

Women’s Prayer & Reflection Group 

Women's Prayer and Reflection Group meets  at 7:00 p.m. on 
the first Tuesday of the month to be prayerfully inspired by  
Biblical women and the third Tuesday of the month to be 
inspired by Women Saints.  

Join us any time, no preparation necessary. We will meet in St 
John’s school library.  If interested contact:  Beth Fox (785) 
840-5561 or Sophia Compton (785) 727-5784. 

 St. John Prayer Chain 

The power of prayer is truly an amazing thing and 
something all parishioners at St. John can do to help those 
among us in need of God's divine mercy. Please join our 
prayer chain to lend your voices and thoughts for those in 
need. For more information contact Lois Mersmann at 
lmersmann@saint-johns.net. 

St. Monica’s Prayer Group 

This prayer group meets every Monday at 12:00 noon in the 
Padre Pio Chapel to pray for our children and grandchildren. 
In addition to the prayers to St. Monica, we pray the rosary 
and other prayers for special intentions. Everyone is welcome! 

Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

Meets every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in St. John’s Church. 
The Queen of Peace Prayer Group is committed to 
responding to the Blessed Mother’s call at Medjugorje to 
pray from the heart to bring about her plan for peace in the 
world. The hour includes the rosary and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet.  Everyone welcome.  

Attention Women Singers 

Threshold Choir is a national women's organization with a 
local chapter of women from several faiths here in Lawrence.  
We provide ease and comfort through singing to those on the 
threshold of living and dying.  We seek to provide a calm, 
focused presence with gentle voices to various local senior 
homes and hospices.  To join our simple practice sessions, 
contact Jean Drumm at (785) 841-6067. 



THE WORD  
4th Sunday of Advent 

"She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus." Joseph 
heard these prophetic words in a dream. They were words of 
anticipation, of what was to come. And in a sense, they 
ushered in a kind of Advent for Joseph. With this divine 
message, Joseph began a period of holy waiting. He now 
knew that the Messiah was going to be coming into his own 
home, and he had just nine months to prepare! We can only 
imagine how Joseph might have spent these precious days. 
Most likely he did more than prepare a physical home for his 
soon-to-be-born Son; he must have also used these days to 
prepare his heart, mind, and soul for such a tremendous 
mission. 

Today, we stand in a position not all that different from St. 
Joseph. We also know that the Messiah will be arriving--not 
just in remembrance at Christmastime, but in reality at the 
second coming. But unlike Joseph, we don't have an exact 
timeframe. We don't know when Jesus will return. We just 
know that we need to be ready!  

During the season of Advent we are challenged to recall this 
fact and strive to get our hearts in order. The days are short 
now until Christmas, and for all we know they might be short 
until Christ's return as well. What remains to be done? Aside 
from wrapping presents and planning parties, where do we 
yet need to tidy up our habits to properly celebrate the real 
meaning of this festive season? How can we make sure that 
we don't get swept away in the external preparations, 
forgetting the work that needs to be done in the invisible 
silence of our souls?  

God may not speak to all of us directly in our dreams, but he 
does speak to us clearly through his word. May we recognize 
today the mission he has laid before us. 
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For Kids: Sharing the Gospel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary and Joseph put all their trust in God. Once they found 
out what God wanted, they did it. God wanted Mary to have 
a special baby, and she said "yes" to God. God wanted Joseph 
to be a good husband and father, and Joseph said "yes" to 
God. When that special baby from God was finally born, 
Joseph named him Jesus. One day God would ask Jesus to 
save the world from sin on the cross, and Jesus would say 
"yes" to God. 

Prayer 

God, help me to trust you and say "yes" to you. 
 

Mission for the Week 

Saying "yes" to God takes practice. When your parents ask 
you to vacuum or set the table or take the garbage out, say 
"yes" to them.  

Weekly Readings 

Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71/Lk 1:5-25 
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33/Lk 1:39-45 
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2/Lk 1:46-56 
Friday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25/Lk 1:57-66 
Saturday: Morning:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89/ 
       Lk 1:67-79 
Next Sunday: Vigil:  Is 62:1-5/Ps 89/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ 
       Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
   Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
   Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
   Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 



AVISOS  
18 de diciembre de 2016 

4o DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 

 "Pues bien, el Señor mismo les dará por eso una señal: He aquí que la 
virgen concebirá y dará a luz un hijo y le pondrán el nombre de 
Emmanuel, que quiere decir Dios-con-nosotros" (Is 7, 14). Jesús es 
novedad absoluta venida de Dios. Novedad nueva creada y esperada de 
las diferentes generaciones de su tiempo histórico y de nuestro tiempo. 
De una genealogía que comienza desde Abraham y llega hasta José. En 
este último domingo de Adviento la liturgia domina por encima de todo 
el misterio de la Navidad que se ha ido preparando a lo largo de la 
historia. Tres personas ahora nos ayudan a vivir con alegría y santamente 
este misterio. María mujer fuerte en la fe y obediente hasta las últimas 
consecuencias. José que dejó sus dudas fuera sobre María y el hijo que 
ella esperaba gracias al ángel del Señor que se le apareció en un sueño. 
El rey Ajaz, como cualquiera de nosotros que cree pero tiene miedo a 
creer sobre el ofrecimiento que Dios hace de una señal. 

 ¿Qué podemos aprender de ellos? ¿De qué forma pueden ser 
nuestros modelos en esta Navidad? Se puede decir que las lecturas de 
hoy nos invitan a una reflexión profunda sobre este misterio del 
Nacimiento de nuestro Salvador. La admiración es evidente cuando Dios 
viene a nuestra historia, y a nuestra vida deja huella y compromete a 
diferentes personas de diferente estilo de vida. Dios es fiel a su promesa 
y Jesús es puro don de Dios y eso debe ser la causa de nuestra alegría. El 
desconcierto que esto provoque de cualquier forma debe llevarnos a 
descubrir importantes elementos de fe. ¡Ven, Señor, no tardes en llegar! 

Maria J. Mota, Animadora     
(785) 218-1511 

MUSICA, CORO, MUSICA  ¿Te gusta cantar? ¿Tocas algún 
instrumento musical, o te gustaría aprender? Ven a practicar con 
nosotros, comunícate al (785) 218-1511. 

CADA LUNES EN TODO EL AÑO  A las 8 de la noche rezamos el 
Santo Rosario, para pedir pos nuestras necesidades y por los que 
amamos; también si alguno de sus parientes fallece podemos 
hacer el novenario, nos vemos los lunes en LA CAPILLA DEL 
PADRE PIO, frente a las veladoras. 

PLATICAS PARA BAUTIZAR  Cada primer sábado del mes de 6:00 
a 9:00 de la noche, sin niños, llamar antes para anotar su 
asistencia. 

RECICLAGE  Trae tus latas de aluminio y ayuda a tu Parroquia, por 
un mundo mas limpio, déjalas atrás de la oficina y ponle para 
María Mota. Gracias. 

 LA FE SE PUEDE ALIMENTAR   Hermano, a veces te sientes triste 
o con necesidad de Dios, ven yo te puedo acompañar a orar, nos 
podemos ver en la Iglesia o en la oficina. Estoy para ayudarte. Oro 
por todos, bendiciones María Mota. 

CLASE PREBAUTISMAL   La clase pre-bautismal es cada segundo 
sábado del mes en un salón del Ministerio Hispano.  Es 
obligatorio registrarse primero en la oficina parroquial llamando a 
Jessie al tel. 913 321 1958. 
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