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Newsletter 

 
On the morning of August 21, a dark shadow will cross over the United States. The temperature will drop, people will 
see stars and a fiery halo will appear in the sky.  It’s the 2017 Great American Eclipse! 
 
So, what's all the hype about? The answer: an eclipse of this magnitude – it will travel from coast to coast across the 
United States – hasn't been seen since 1918, and will not be seen again until 2045.  The following is a brief discussion 
about the eclipse and how Saint John Catholic School will make the most of the upcoming eclipse. 
 
What is a solar eclipse? 
A solar eclipse is an astronomical phenomenon that involves the moon passing between the sun and the earth, 
casting a shadow onto the earth. Solar eclipses actually happen around two to five times a year, but typically only 
part of the sun is covered. About every 12 to 18 months, a full solar eclipse is visible from some part of the world, 
but it's often missed because the shadow is cast over the ocean. 
The fact that we're able to see a full solar eclipse – called "totality" – at all at this point in history is pure luck: the 
moon is slowly moving farther away from the earth, and right now, the moon is exactly the right distance and size to 
completely cover the sun. In the distant future, the moon will be too far away, appearing too small, to completely 
block the sun. 
 
What will we see during the eclipse? 
Those under the direct path of the total eclipse (the “path of totality”), to which we are very  close, will see a 
spectacular sight. The sky will go dark, stars will appear and the sun's corona, the ring of hot, fiery-looking solar 
activity surrounding the sun, will be on full display.  As Lawrence is located just south of the “path of totality”, our 
location will experience a slightly less complete coverage (99.26%) of the sun, but it will be an absolutely amazing 
sight nonetheless. 
 
When will it take place? 
For our location the partial eclipse should begin at 11:40am local time, the maximum coverage (totality) will occur at 
approximately 1:07pm local time and the end of the partial eclipse will be at 2:35pm local time.   
 
How can we watch it safely? 
The sun's UV rays are powerful enough to cause something akin to a sunburn on the eye's retina. Since we don’t 
want to fry our eyes, we will wear solar viewing glasses.  Several parents have sponsored the purchase of enough 
solar viewing glasses for all of our students (K-8).  Thank you to these parents.  
 

Before lunchtime, students will have the opportunity to attend an assembly where they will experience an age-
appropriate presentation about the solar eclipse, including the procedure for the viewing activity planned for later in 
the day.  We will learn about solar eclipses, participate in a hands-on simulation that models the size of the sun 
relative to the earth and the distance of the bodies in space,  watch a video from NASA, go over safety protocols and 
talk about what to expect.   
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Lunch will occur as usual, although we do request that no parents plan to attend lunch with the kids that day in 
order to minimize distractions and help to ensure order.   
 
After lunchtime, teachers will bring their 1st-8th grade classes to the viewing area where the kids will be super-
vised by teachers, support staff, and parish staff.  Everyone will wear the solar glasses and classes will stay in the 
viewing area for 20 to 30 minutes until the “total” eclipse has occurred and the moon begins to move away. Kin-
dergarten classes will participate in a shortened viewing time and participate in classroom solar eclipse activities.  
 
 

8, 9:00-11:00  

Parent/Student Handbook: Parents should sign and return page 1 of the handbook which will be emailed to you  

this week.  Complete and return the Agreement Form when you attend the Back to School Open House or email the 

signed form to Mrs. Alexander at alexander@saint-johns.net. 

 

Preschool Information Night, Thursday, August  17, 7:00 pm. Preschool parents are invited to attend  (Parents/

Guardians only). Other adults who will be picking up/dropping off students are also encouraged to attend. We will 

meet in the St. Bosco Room on the lower level of the school.  Parents will meet Mrs. Cast, Preschool Director, Mrs. 

Kelly Prier, Preschool Assistant, and learn about procedures, expectations, and goals.  There will be a few forms to 

complete.  Preschool begins August 21.  Tuesday/Thursday classes begin August 22 Morning sessions are 8:15-

11:05am, afternoon sessions are 12:35-3:25pm.   

Middle School Locker Party, Thursday, August 17,  5:00-6:00 pm. Middle School students will receive their locker 

combination and have a chance to practice their combination locks and decorate the interior of their lockers if they 

choose to. Decorations are limited to the inside of the locker. NO TAPE OR ADHESIVES ARE ALLOWED. Magnets are 

permissible.  Students will also receive their individual middle school schedules, including their electives. Parents 

are invited.  Middle school sweatshirts and t-shirts will be available for purchase that evening. 

Back to School Open House,  Friday, August 18, 9:00-11:00 am.  Parents and students  are welcome to stop by the 

school, drop off  any paperwork such as the signed Parent Handbook agreement, check out the classrooms, meet the 

teachers, purchase new and used uniforms, and check out the  various tables in the gym that represent the life of the 

school.  

Band and Orchestra Instrumental  Exploration Night  Fifth and sixth grade students are invited to explore and try 
out band and orchestra instruments on Tuesday, August 22 from 6:00-8:00pm. .  

Parent Information Night, Thursday, August 31.  Parents of kindergarten through fifth grade students are invited to 

Parent Information Night on Thursday, September 1, from 7:00-9:00pm. Parents will have the opportunity to visit 

classrooms and learn about classroom expectations and curriculum.   Parents only, please.  

 

 

 



 3 

 Weekly Newsletter  |  Mrs. Pat Newton, Principal  |  newton@saint-johns.net  |  1208 Kentucky  |  785.843.9511  |  www.sjevangelist.com/school 
3 

Middle School Parent Information Night, September 7,  Parents of middle school students are invited to an Infor-

mation Night for middle school  on Thursday, September 8, from 7:00-9:00pm.  Middle school trip information meeting 

6:30-7:00.  

September 4, Labor Day:  No School 

Friday, September 22, 6:00, Fun Run (Note change in date)   PTO presents a fun evening of food and exercise. Walk or 

run the route used by our Marathon Club in South Park and then join us for one of Dorothy Malsbury’s dinners of chick-

en sandwiches, corn dogs, chips, and popsicles.  (Beer and wine available for adults.)  Students may count the Fun Run 

for Marathon Club miles.  

 

Thank you to Gillian Allen, PTO President ,for coordinating  Moms’ Night Out and the Kindergarten Pool Party.  

Thank you to Mishelle and Brad Denton for donating a new doll house to Ms. Robert’s kindergarten/After School Care classroom.  

 

A host family is needed for a seventh grade boy from Japan. A generous stipend is provided by Peter Jang, Guardian 
Edu.  Please contact Pat Newton for more information.  newton@saint-johns.net 

 

 

 
Aug 16,17 Staff Development 

Aug 18 Welcome Back Open House 9:00-11:00 am 

Aug 21 First Day of School   

Sep 04 No School Labor Day 

Oct 18, 19, 20 No School Parent Conferences 

Nov 10 No School Auction Prep 

Nov 11 Benefit Auction 

Nov 22,23,24 No School Thanksgiving  

Dec 22-Jan 3 No School Christmas 

Jan 4 Classes resume  

Jan 15 No School  M L King Day 

Feb 21,22,23 No School Parent Conferences 

Mar 19-23 No School Spring Break 

Mar 30 No School Good Friday 

May 21 8th Grade Graduation 

May 22 Last day of school noon dismissal 

 
 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/labor-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/martin-luther-king-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/good-friday.php

